Immune responses of sheep to microdissected parts of Haemonchus contortus.
Adult specimens of Haemonchus contortus were microdissected into four body fragments: oesophagus, cuticle of oesophagus, gut and cuticle with adjacent muscle layer. The antigenicity of these different body fragments was analysed in comparison to total (whole) worm extracts with immunoblotting and ELISA using sera of H. contortus-infected sheep. In particular, oesophagus-derived antigens appeared to be specifically recognized and may prove valuable in diagnostic assays.